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A GOVERNED WORLD 

The American Peace Society is not an obstructionist 
organization. Its opposition to war as a means of 
settling international disputes, clear and inveterate as it 
is familiar, takes the direction of a governed world as 
a substitute for war. While in the present instance it 
agrees that a German victory would be a calamity for 
the world — indeed, that this country should do every- 
thing in its power to make such a victory impossible — 
it purposes to waste no ammunition on a local situation 
beyond its control. ' It is opposed, as always, to jingo- 
ism and toryism, and naturally sides with liberals be- 
cause they believe, too, in a governed world. Peace 
with justice is indeed the goal of civilization. To at- 
tain that end is impossible without international organ- 
ization, plus a will to use it. Unfortunately such in- 
ternational organization does not as yet sufficiently exist. 
It is true that we have made some progress toward such 
a condition, and we believe that the futile imperialistic 
designs of aggressive nations, of one in particular, all 
ending in the present colossal devastation, will make 
the attainment of such a governed world more easily 
possible at the close of this war than ever before in his- 
tory. In the language of James Brown Scott, "Two 
ideals of government face one another today in mortal 
combat: the one the ideal of the past, the other the ideal 
of the future. The old is strongly entrenched in Eu- 
rope ; the new is strongly entrenched in America. The 
triumph must be of one or of the other; both can no 
longer exist together." 

The situation is far from hopeless. All we have to 
do is to take the nations at their own word. The idea 
is clear. On the last day of last October the German 
Emperor wrote to his Imperial Chancellor, "What is 
wanted is a moral deed, to free the world, including 
neutrals, from the pressure which weighs upon all. For 
such a deed it is necessary to find a ruler who has a con- 
science, who feels that he is responsible to God, who has 
a heart for his own people, and for those of his enemies; 
who, indifferent as to any possible wilful interpretation 
of his action, possesses the will to free the world from 
its sufferings. I have the courage. Trusting in God, 
I shall dare to take this step." The Emperor's steps so 
far have not been especially effective, but back of that 
rather turgid "courage" is a right idea. 

December last the Imperial German Government, re- 
plying to President Wilson, said: "The Imperial Gov- 



ernment is also of opinion that the great work of pre- 
venting future wars can be begun only after the end of 
the present struggle of nations. It will, when the mo- 
ment shall have come, be ready with pleasure to col- 
laborate fully with the United States in this exalted 
task." Once again we have the idea. 

In the reply of the Allies to President Wilson, Jan- 
uary 11, 1917, we are told that they, too, "associate 
themselves whole-heartedly with the plan of creating 
a league of the nations to ensure peace and justice 
throughout the world." In the same note the world is 
told that they purpose to insist upon the restitution of 
Belgium, Serbia, and Montenegro, with the compensa- 
tions due to them; upon the evacuation of the invaded 
territories in France, in Russia, in Rumania, with just 
reparation; upon the reorganization of Europe, guaran- 
teed by a stable regime, based at once on respect for na- 
tionalities, and on the right to full security and liberty 
of economic development possessed by all peoples, small 
and great." At the same time they proposed to insist 
upon territorial conventions and international settle- 
ments such as to guarantee land and sea frontiers against 
unjustified attack ; the restitution of provinces formerly 
torn from the Allies by force or against the wish of their 
inhabitants; the liberation of the Italians, as also of the 
Slavs, Rumanes, and Czecho-Slovaks from foreign dom- 
ination; the setting free of the populations subject to 
the bloody tyranny of the Turks, and the turning out of 
Europe of the Ottoman Empire as decidedly foreign to 
Western civilization. 

But, and this is the point, later in the same note the 
Allies expressed again their "desire above all to ensure 
peace on the principles of liberty and justice, and upon 
the inviolable fidelity to international engagements by 
which the Government of the United States have ever 
been inspired." 

Mr. Arthur Balfour, the distinguished British Secre-' 
tary of Foreign Affairs, now in this country, addressed 
to the British Ambassador at Washington, January 18, 
1917, a statement in which he pointed out that the dura- 
bility of the peace must largely depend on its character, 
which must include at least three conditions: the first, 
that the existing causes of international unrest should 
be, as far as possible, removed or weakened; the second, 
that the aggressive aims and the unscrupulous methods 
of the Central Powers should fall into disrepute among 
their own peoples; the third, that behind international 
law and treaty arrangements there should be some form 
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of international sanction, which would give pause to the 
hardiest aggressor. So here again we see that the idea 
is abroad that there will yet be a governed world. 

The great outstanding fact, hopeful and stimulating, 
is that the statesmen of the nations sense as never before 
the indispensable need for such a governed world, in the 
interest of human justice. Toward the realization . of 
such an international condition, civilization is inevitably 
on the way. Men have not lost their belief in the valid- 
ity of moral judgments, nor in the processes of rational 
conference. Nations will yet live without aggressive 
armies, and attain unity and security without the bar- 
racks, the taxes, and all the senseless tolls of war. 



OUR DUTY TO GERMANY 

Our first duty to Germany is to convince her with all 
the power at our command that we are launched 
upon this enterprise as a serious matter of business. We 
are at war. As a people we are in no frame of mind to 
blink this fact. There is no disposition anywhere to 
embarrass our government with casuistries, personal op- 
positions, or even conscientious objections. We are a 
united nation. We have a duty to perform, and we 
purpose to perform it. Because we consider this our 
duty to civilization, we conceive of it therefore as our 
duty to Germany. 

It would seem that our entrance upon this war and 
in this spirit should mean an earlier peace. Germany 
is well aware that the United States possesses double the 
wealth of Great Britain, five times the wealth of France, 
six times the wealth of Eussia, twelve times the wealth 
of Italy, and sixteen times the wealth of Japan. She 
knows pur resources to be two and one-half times those 
of Germany, Austria, and Turkey combined. There are 
today 982,000,000 people arrayed against the 164,000,000 
of the Central Powers. It is essentially a fact that Ger- 
many is today fighting the world. It is our duty to do 
everything in our power to convince Germany of the 
hopelessness of such a position. 

In the process we do not propose to repeat the 1 mis- 
takes of the Second Continental Congress during the 
war of the American Bevolution — jealousies, bickerings, 
and picayune foolishness, and the rest. That experience 
will not be repeated. We have no intriguing Congress 
ignoring merit and exalting charlatans. Even the in- 
quisitions and grand-jury methods of Lincoln's Com- 
mittee on the Conduct of the War will not be tolerated 
now. We know enough at last not to rely upon debating- 
society methods for the conduct of war. The President 
of the United States is the responsible head of the war 
organization and to him is given the authority. It is 
our duty to ourselves and to Germany that we promote 
efficiency to the utmost by concentrating authority where 
authority belongs. 



But it is our duty to Germany to realize that the solu- 
tion of her problems is, in the last analysis, capable of 
solution only by one people, namely, the German people. 
We should make it as easy for those people to solve these 
problems as possible. While we must be firm in the 
prosecution of the war, we may, as is the case in Eng- 
land, be increasingly moderate as to the terms of peace. 
Germany must abandon her schemes of conquest and of 
aggression ; she must return territories and restore where 
she has. destroyed. Belgium and Serbia must come back 
to the councils of States. At least the French-speaking 
portions of Alsace-Lorraine must be returned to France, 
and Prussian Poland to a reunited Polish State. The 
Danish inhabitants of Schleswig should be accorded 
their rights in accordance with the treaty of Prague. 
Austria-Hungary cannot continue to be dominated wholly 
by the Germans and Magyars. As suggested by the dis- 
tinguished editor of the Journal des Debats, Eobert de 
Caix, "the Dual Monarchy should become a Federal 
State or a grouping of free nationalities, as is Switzer- 
land." She would thus rise above the constant dangers 
that have beset her heretofore and become "a bulwark of 
peace." Furthermore, by this means the Entente's aims 
in the war as concerns this monarchy would in general 
be achieved. Germany must be led to understand these 
things. The supremacy of the law and liberties of peo- 
ples are at the root of German civilization the same as 
of other civilizations. In a most fundamental sense we 
are therefore fighting Germany's war as well as our own. 

Germany must be led to see, and it is our duty to help 
her so to see, that this war is not a war of territory, of 
trade routes, or of commercial concerns, but of eternal 
principles. These principles are stated definitely else- 
where in these columns under the heading "A Governed 
World," but the great aim is that war may be rendered 
impossible, and that the calamity of 1914 may not hap- 
pen to the world again. This is the moral basis of our 
entrance upon the war. This it is our duty to make 
clear, first to ourselves and then to Germany. The only 
hope of civilization is that nations base themselves upon 
the moral forces of law and not upon the treacherous 
bases of brutal force. 

Because these things are so, it is easy to understand 
why the Bussian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Paul 
Milyukov, has been careful to indorse the pacifist pro- 
gram of President Wilson for the future organization 
of the world. This prominent figure in the new Eussia 
says that "there must be a thorough rebuilding of south- 
eastern Europe on the basis of the freedom of small 
nations." While this would mean an end to Germany's 
Weltpolitik, it would in no sense crush Germany or de- 
stroy German unity. As pointed out by the distin- 
guished Minister : "On the contrary, a complete national 
union may be attained by Germany securing the Austro- 
Germans." He added : "We think that our soldiers who 



